How to check apartment layout plans
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This section explains (i) how to check apartment layout plans and
(i) the terminology used in apartment layout plans.

Names and meanings of symbols in layout plans

OB genkan (doorway)

The term refers to the doorway where you take off and keep your

shoes. % may be simply shown as & .

@uO—4v (closet)/#f A oshi-ire/f) A mono-ire

These terms refer to a storage space. 70—+ I is shown as

-0 or TCLY. A and #) A may be shown as 8] and M,

respectively.

(®Apartment size

Figures shown in apartment layout plans represent jo-su (a unit

for measuring apartment size). One jo (the area of one tatami) is

equivalent to 1.62 m?. Tatami is a traditional floor material in

Japan.

@FE wa-shitsu (Japanese-style apartment)/3¥2 yé-shitsu
(Western-style apartment)

In apartment layout plans, T#1J] and %] represent

Japanese-style and Western-style apartments, respectively.

Japanese-style apartments feature tatami flooring. Western-style

apartments feature flooring other than tatami (e.g., composite

flooring).

®3B= yokushitsu (bath)/WC (toilet)

A2 ] and T'WCJ represent a bath and a toilet, respectively.

['UBJ represents a bathroom equipped with both a bath and a

toilet in the same room.

(®Living room/dining room/kitchen

['LJ represents a living room (for guests). D] and K] represent a

dining room and a kitchen, respectively. A large kitchen area,

which may be used as a dining and living room as well, is

represented by DK (dining-kitchen) or T'LDK] (living-dining-

kitchen).

(DVeranda/balcony

A structure extending along the outside of an apartment building

is referred to as a veranda (roofed) or a balcony (not roofed).
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Manshon refers to high-quality, luxurious buildings.
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Oln Japan, there are mainly two types of apartment buildings for rent: apartments of wooden construction (apato) and steel reinforced
concrete construction (manshon). An apato is characterized by low rent and high accessibility due to locations in residential areas.

OlIf you cook often, a 1K apartment is preferable to a 1R apartment.
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